BJEGILDING THE CRESCENT
cally established by the fact that, in the Turkish
courts, it takes the sworn evidence of two women
to balance that of one man. Yet Judge Bacon
recently declared (at Bloomsbury) that when a
woman goes into the witness-box, she will swear
to anything ! The Koranic view therefore seems
to have some justification. Moreover, though a
Mohammedan may marry a woman of any other
faith, the woman is deprived of the privilege, for
fear that she might be converted. Yet it was
Mohammed who declared that a man's paradise
is at his mother's feet!
A still more delicate subject for foreigners to
discuss, yet one that is the logical sequel of the
last, is the practice of polygamy. It is -certain
that stable government in accordance with
western ideals is possible only in a monogamous
community. Yet the Harem is woefully, if not
also wilfully, misunderstood in western lands.
Very pious people, who have never wandered
east of Ramsgate, take their inspiration from
Byronic phantasies of licensed bigamy and look
on the Harem, with unctuous aversion, as the
theatre of domestic orgies unfit for mention in
the polite circles of Brixton Hill. As a matter
of fact, the word (which, at Mecca, has a sacred
meaning) merely defines that quarter of the
house which is set apart for the womenfolk and
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